Stewart (who later became a member of the Advisory Board of the Historical Library) and through his warm personal friendship with Harvey Cushing.
For some years Dr. Klebs had been uncertain as to what he would do with his library, but he had no thought of giving it to Yale. At one time he had hoped to endow it and his villa on the shores of Lake Geneva so that future students of the history of medicine and of science might come there to study. Such v After Cushing and Klebs began to think of the possible union of their libraries, they collected systematically in order to avoid extensive duplication. Dr. Klebs was not in a position to acquire many fifteenth century books himself, but he assisted Dr. Cushing in obtaining some of the finest specimens of medical and scientific incunabula which appeared in the auction rooms of Europe, and at the time of Cushing's death he had 167 books printed prior to 1500, most of which he had bought on advice from Klebs.
The library of Dr. Klebs was primarily that of a scholar, and is chiefly remarkable for its tools of fifteenth-century scholarship. It contains only about twenty-five incunabula, but there are photographic reproductions of many more, and he had had reproduced the first and last pages of a large proportion of fifteenth century books in the field of medicine and science. The library also contains valuable special collections on the history of tuberculosis (3,000 items), on the history of vaccination and smallpox (1,000 items), and there is also a large group of early plague tracts. A more detailed description of its contents is presently to be published in the Yale University Library Gazette.
To students of the history of bacteriology, the early writings of Klebs' father, Dr. Edwin Klebs, will be of particular interest since one finds his original description of the diphtheria bacillus and his early studies which led to the establishment of the tubercle bacillus as the causal agent of tuberculosis. Edwin Klebs was thus one of the founders of modern bacteriology, and his writings and many of the books which were originally on his shelves have come down to us in his son's collection.
With 
